Vocabulary Matters

Look at the following list of helpful tips for learning new vocabulary. These will help you to learn vocabulary more enjoyably and successfully. Then look at our ideas for recording vocabulary, all of which will help you to remember more words and phrases more easily. 

1. Learn new vocabulary around a topic. The brain remembers associations, so learning words related to one topic together makes sense. Don’t forget to store topic-related words together on the same sheet of paper – knife, fork and spoon go together, not on three different pages for words beginning with k, f and s! 

2. If you are a visual learner (you can find out more about  this by looking at the two questionnaires at the beginning of this learner training pack), make sure you use lots of pictures and colour to make your vocabulary notes more visually interesting.

3. When learning new vocabulary, it’s important to think about the words which are related to it. Collocations (word partnerships) and a knowledge of word partnership patterns (sometimes called semantic prosody) will help you to use English accurately and naturally. For example, when learning the word ticket, it’s useful to learn the following word partnerships:

season ticket

ticket inspector 
ticket office


When learning the verb to commit, it’s important to note that it is most often used with events which are negative in meaning. For a native speaker, the sentence “He committed a good deed.” sounds very strange. It is more common to use commit in phrases like:

To commit a crime

To commit an act of aggression

This is an example of semantic prosody, in which the pattern of word partnerships shows the verb commit is used with nouns with a negative meaning. 

4. You also need to think about grammatical issues when learning new words and phrases. For example, it’s useful to know that the plural of person is people and that the noun people is used with a plural verb (although there is no ‘s’ to show it is a plural noun)

I’ve met many nice people in Scarborough but Jenny, my host mother, is the nicest person I’ve met so far 

Many people think that Scarborough is an excellent place to learn English. 

Index Cards 

Index cards are a quick and easy way to store and learn new words and phrases. The advantage of these cards is that you can write much more than just a translation of the word or phrase. You can use them to explore different parts of speech related to the new word or phrase, including nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs. There should also be space where you can also write an example sentence and show word stress. 

	Noun (Person)
	Noun (Object)
	Verb
	Adjective
	Adverb

	InVENtor
	InVENtion
	To inVENT (regular)
	InVENtive
	

	Alexander Fleming invented penicillin in 1928 and made the world a safer and healthier place.

	Use this section to add extra information: a translation of the example sentence; a picture; anything which will help you to learn the vocabulary. 


When using this vocabulary cards, it is a good idea to store them in a box, either alphabetically or by topic. The cards can be removed and used as a way of testing what you remember. Some learners prefer to write a translation on the back of the card - by looking at the word or phrase in your own language first, you can check what you can remember before turning the card over to see what you have written in English. 

Word Lobsters

Word lobsters are an excellent way of storing vocabulary. They can help you to learn new phrases and in particular words which are usually found together. Can you add any others to the word lobster below? 

1. opening the window?

2. helping me ?

3. not smoking ?


4. if I borrowed your pen?

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

Notice how there are two grammar patterns used with “Would you mind…”

a. Would you mind + verbING (Examples 1, 2 and 3)

b. Would you mind + if + person + past simple (Example 4)

We use the first pattern when asking another person to do something for us (a request). It is similar to the phrase “Could you …”

The second pattern is used to ask if it is OK for us to do something (asking permission to do something). It is similar to the phrase “Can I…?”

When learning expressions like “Would you mind…” it is important that we learn the grammar patterns which are used with them. 

Word Maps

A word map (also known as a mindmap) is an excellent way of storing vocabulary. Word maps work well because they encourage you to learn words which are associated by topic. Try completing this word map about sport. Can you add any more words or phrases to it? 







SPORT





swimming





costume





pool





GO





jogging





for a ?





football





PLAY
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Would you mind








